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INTRODUCTION. 



The Vaikhanasas are a sect of Sri Vaiuavas exclu- 
sively privileged to offer worship in temples along with the 
Pancharatras, There is a Vaikhanasa Kalpa-sutra attached 
to the Black Yajur Veda and these Vaikhanasas follow that 
Kalpa in the performance of their Vedic and domestic rituals. 
Prom the fact that there is a Kalpa-sutra attached to the Veda, 
we may conclude that Vaikhanasas as a sect are very old. 
They are referred to, moreover, as a pious and ortfiodox 
sect of the Sri Vainavas in our ancient works on religion. 
Besides the Kalpa-sutra, the Vaikhanasas have a large 
religious literature of their own, specially "relating to worship 
in temples, the chief among which are the Samhitas by 
Marici, Atri, Kasyapa and Bhrgu. The temple of Snnivasa 
at Tirurnalai being a Vaikhanasa temple, the authorities took 
upon themselves the publication of ancient works belonging 
to that sect' not already published elsewhere. The Vimanar- 
cana-Kalpa by Marici has been first published by the 
Vicharanakartha of the temple. After the Sri Venkatesvara 
Oriental Institute, mainly devoted to research, was started in 
1939 it took over the publication of the literature and 
published the Samurtarcanadhikarana of Atri in 1943 in the 
Sri Venkatesvara Oriental Series. The Jnanakanda of 
Kasyapa is now issued. 

The Editing work of the Vaikhanasa works has been 
entrusted to_the Vaikhanasa Agama Pandit in the Sri Venka- 
tesvara "Oriental College and the first two works were 
accordingly edited by the late V. Raghuiiathachakravarti 
BhaUachar who was Vaikhanasa Pandit till 1943. He was 
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assisted by other scholars In the 'Institute, The present work 
is edited by his successer in the college, Mr, R. Parthasarathi 
Bhattachar of Akulamannadu, An account of the manus- 
cripts used in the edition of the work is found in the Sanskrit 
Introduction by the Editor, 

An Introduction in English to the Samhitas comprising 
an account of trie sect, the Vaikhanasa literature, the place 
of the Samhitas in it and other related literary and .historical 
information is in preparation and will be published shortly - 
as a separate volume, 
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